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with Poland. He had said to the Reichstag, in
1936, that it would be 'unreasonable and impos-
sible'-to deny Poland 'any outlet to the sea at all'.
He had declared, in 1938, that, after the settlement
of the Sudeten question, Germany had no more
territorial demands in Europe. In the spring of
1939, however, it had become evident that Hitler's
promises merely indicated the direction of his next
act of treachery. In order to make it clear beyond
doubt that Great Britain and France, now disillu-
sioned of their hopes of European Appeasement1,
intended to resist further aggression by Germany,
these two Powers gave their pledge of assistance to
Poland. The two western democracies hoped that
this pledge would be followed by a league of all
peacefully-minded European States to preserve
Europe from reversion to the law of the jungle.
They looked, as it turned out in vain, for the sup-
port of the U.S.S.R. in this endeavour.
Before they received a promise of help from the
British and French Governments that they would
defend Poland, the Poles had already rejected de-
mands made by Hitler for the return of Danzig to
the Reich and the grant of a wide zone across the
Polish Corridor which would allow the construction
of a military road and railway. It is necessary to be
clear on this point. Why did the Poles refuse these
demands? The answer reveals at once the deeper
causes of the war: the impossibility of trusting
Germany. If the return of Danzig to the Reich
had been the sole question at issue, if the creation
of 'a corridor across the corridor' had been merely
a matter of economic convenience, or even of poli-
tical sentiment, these concessions might have been